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What's the point of making music 
if no-one gets to see it? 

Are you in a band, a DJ, do you make any kind of music? 

With the tools BT gives you at getoutthere.bt.com, you can 
upload your tracks onto the net. 

They’ll be heard by thousands, reviewed by your peers and judged 
in competitions by industry names, including Seb Fontaine and 
the Freestylers - with prizes to further the most promising talent. 

Give your music the chance it deserves. Get out there. getoutthere.bt.com 












































your monthly exploration of new music 


10 Bites 

Kid Koala Decks hand The Necks Going for the jugular Ultra-red Commie sense 


16 Invisible Jukebox: Lemmy 

The Motorhead bassist and drinking person's Heavy Metalhead gets no sleep till he identifies tunes by Little 
Richard, Pink Fairies, High Rise, Massacre, IceT and more. Tested by Peter Shapiro 

20 Jonathan Harvey 

Spectral, sensuous, spiritual: three words to describe the unique computer-aided musical transmutations of 
this acclaimed UK composer. By Andy Hamilton 

26 Ryuichi Sakamoto 

Revered for his continuing presence in the global art rock elite; reviled for his recent over ambitious multimedia 
opera Life. Will Japan's leading omni-musician ever stop causing controversy? By Clive Bell 

32 The Primer: North India 

A user's guide to collecting the transcendental drones, overtones, ragas and sagas of the subcontinent's 
Hindustani classical music, from Ravi Shankar to Gopal Krishnan. By Richard Henderson 

38 Quannum Projects 

Blackalicious, Latyrx and DJ Shadow are leading the resurgence of American West Coast HipHop with their 
freewheeling mixology and colour-coded raps. By Peter Shapiro 



reviews 


Soundcheck February's selected albums and singles, including new releases from Beck, Sheila Chandra, 
Crank, Bill Dixon &Tony Oxley, Dome, Dr Dre, Thomas Fehlmann, Morton Feldman, Peter Hammill, Pierre Henry, 
Susie Ibarra Trio, Khan, Non, Evan Parker & Ghost In The Machine, Primal Scream, Reynols & Pauline Oliveros, 
Irmin Schmidt, DJ Spooky, The Stooges, Third Eye Foundation, Julie Tippetts, Scott Walker and more 64 Print 
Run New music books: Valerie Wilmer gets serious about free jazz; why the Devil gets all the best tunes; A Sicko 
take on Techno, Antonin Artaud's screaming body I Multimedia Edwin Pouncey gets back to the playpen 
with the outsider art of Mike Kelley On Location Going live: Talvin Singh's Mercurial Barbican show; Tom 
Verlaine leaves Television for the big screen; Van Dyke Parks and The High Llamas’ arranged marriage in London; 
Frances-Marie Uitti and Stephen Vitiello light up Huddersfield; Noetinger/Marchetti and Butcher/Durranfs electric 
Improv; Electro-Putas and William Parker go ape in New York; Otomo and friends power up the future in Austria 


5 Editor’s Idea 6 Letters 12 Bitstream News from music's outer limits 24 Global Ear 

Robert Heller finds a mutant strain of fundamentalist HipHop in Casablanca 61 Charts 62 Label 
Directory 74 Out There February's selected festivals, happenings, live events, clubs and radio 

80 Back Issues 81 Subscribe and get FREE CDs or FREE magazines! 82 Epiphanies 

Julian Cowley loses his rag with a forgotten tablet of UK improvisation 
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editors 

idea 
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I won't bore you with an inventory of my typical 
double-workload on even a slow-moving day at Wire 
HQ, but basically, it’s this long, and to tell; 




Remember: The Wire Tapper Vol 5 will not be available in the shops (as they say), 
and the only way to ensure you get your hands on a copy is by subscribing to 
this very magazine 

















letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, UK, 
or fax: +44 (0)20 7287 4767, or e-mail: the_wire@ukonline.co.uk. Please indude 
a full name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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including tracks remixed by: 
CHILLUMINATI 
LES GAMMAS 
& MOTION CONTROL 


Also featuring Bugge Wesseltoft 

LIVE DATE Fri 4 February 2000 
JAZZ CAFE, LONDON 






















Extracts from the Fantasy Opera 
by Irmin Schmidt (CAN) & Jono Podmore 

A phantasmagorical soundworld of electronics, symphony 
orchestra and pounding beats which envelopes singers 
who effortlessly stretch from Pop to Classical virtuosity 

"If Richard Strauss had written Rockmusic, this is what it 
would have sounded like - gloriously, unashamedly lush" 
THE TIMES 


Released 31.1.00 on mute/spoon 

^ MUTE ran 


Italy’s leading singer/songwriter for 
more than twenty years. 

His dramatic, passionate and utterly 
irresistible songs are a wonderful 
blend of jazz and big band with tango 
rhythms and cabaret. 


THE BEST OF 

PAOLO 

CONTE 





























month we play a musician a senes of :efcord^ wfacfe ttf^yra'asked to identi 
i prior knowledge of what theyS&hboutib hear. This month it's the turn of. 
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Drums and rhythm: 

Create the backbone of your music online. 

This is just one of the tools BT gives you at getoutthere.bt.com, 

a site dedicated to helping unsigned musicians fulfil their potential. n\ 

Keep this guide and you can use it when you get to the site. getoutthere.bt.com BT p 






















Andy Hamilton discusses the mefcfpfyiicis of morphing with composer Jonathan Harvey, whose 
computer-based musics are as eclectic as his religious beliefs. Photography: Amy & Thnveer 
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Casablanca 


around the planet. This month. . 







RYUICHI SAKAMOTO 


BTTB (Back to the Basic) 
Ryuichi Sakamoto, solo piano 


■ Royal Festival 


















sentence 


That’s what Ryuichi Sakamoto 

deserved for his over-ambitious 
multimedia opera Life, argued the 
critics. Focusing on his film work and 
prodigious solo output, Clive Bell puts 
the case for Sakamoto’s defence. 
Photography: Nigel Bennett 



stressful society.' 


another cigarette. 'Yes they did; he laughs. 'At first I was trying to find out 
received so well, but I gave up. Now I say to record company people, if you 
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primer 


A bi-monthly series in which we offer 
a user's guide to the recordings of some of our favourite 
music. This month, Richard Henderson is entranced by the 
ragas and sagas of North India. Illustration: Savage Pencil 
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DJ Shadow; Latyrx and Blackalicious made 
the Quannum leap from individualism to 
soul collective force after discovering the 
redemptive power of HipHop. Words: Peter 
Shapiro. Photography: Eva Vermandel 












40 The Wire 





with Shadow's "Entropy" on the flip. Blackalicious (Gift Of Gab and Chief Xcel) 

almighty rumination on The Stylistics’ "People Make The World Go Round”. After a 
detour on Mo’ Wax (Shadow’s "Hardcore Hip-Hop" backed with Blackalicious’s "Fully 
Charged On Planet X’), Latyrx (Lateef and Lyrics Born) followed with their self-titled 


cheeky ode to the 80s that is 'Hott People"; good old-fashioned HipHop on 
“Concentration" (with Jurassic 5) and "The Extravaganza" (with Souls Of Mischief); and 
the surreal children’s story “Storm Warning" (based on the same keyboards part that 















Into the mystic: February’s selected albums and singles 
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Edwin Pouncey decodes the sex-trash art of Mike Kelley 























location 


Going live: festivals, conqerts, clubs in the flesh 
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February’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts 


out 
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Free CDs! Free magazines! 

Our February offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire and get a full set of 

Wire Tapper CDs or three extra issues — FREE! 







































FREE WITH NEXT 
MONTH’S ISSUE! 



If you don’t 
subscribe you 
won’t get it... 



GO minutes of new and unheard music drawn trnm the outer limits of planet sound! 















straight in at Nol 

peoplesound.com has gone straight in as the UK and Europe's 
No 1 Free Music Download site. 

With over 2,000 of the most eclectic new acts, peoplesound.com 
is the way to discover essential new music on the internet. 

Once you have selected and heard music you like, you can 
download and own the complete tracks absolutely FREE. 

Its easy and fun! 

Discover the best new music at. 


X 


peaplesound.com 


www.peoplesound.c 








